Vestnik History

Official Publications: Editors And Publishers

In the first convention of the SPJST held in La Grange on the 20th of June, 1897, a motion was made and passed for
the SPJST to publish its own organ. Frank Lidiak submitted his bid for publishing such an organ and it was accepted.
The publication was to be published monthly, approximately 11 x 14 inches in size, consisting of 12 pages, 4 of which
the publisher was to keep for himself and the remaining 8 to consist of material about, from, and for the SPJST.
Lidiak was responsible for publishing, editing, and dispatching 1,000 copies of the organ on the first of each month
for $300 a year. The convention agreed that the first issue was to be published August 1st, 1897, but this was
delayed for a month and the first edition of Slovanskti Jednota was dated 1 September 1897. It was published in La
Grange, Texas. The cost was 50¢ a year per member. For reasons unknown, Lidiak published the paper on the 1st
and 15th of each month.

Hengst Printing & Supply in La Grange formerly housed the
printshop of Svoboda where the first official organ of the SPJST,
Slovanska Jednota, was printed in 1897. This building is situated
across from the southeast corner of the Fayette County
Courthouse and on the northwest corner of the block bound by
Washington, Travis, and Crockett Streets and Hwy. 77. (Photo
courtesy Fayette County Record)

There is no concrete evidence to support it, but conditions and
circumstances indicate very strongly that Slovanska Jednota was
published in the printshop of Svoboda, also printed at the time
in La Grange. Svoboda had been printed there since the charter
issue of that publication on December 10, 1885. Lidiak,
employed as a pressman at Svoboda at the time, had only to go across the street to that First Convention in the
courthouse to bid for the publication. The printshop was located in the second building from the corner of present
Washington and Travis Streets in La Grange, across from the SE corner of the Fayette County Courthouse and on the
NW corner of the block bounded by Washington, Travis, and Crockett Streets and present Hwy 77. Today, that
building houses Hengst Printing & Supplies.
The front page of Slovanska Jednota dated 20 January 1898 carried the notation in Czech, "Vychazi dvakrat tydne" ‐
published twice a week ‐ but also carried the notation in English, "Semi‐monthly." This apparent discrepancy in
stating the frequency of publication cannot be explained, except to state that in three places the publication is
referred to as a semi‐monthly (twice a month ‐ dvoutydennik) publication and in one as being published twice a
week. Still, on another page of the same issue we have the Czech notation, "VycMzi dne 1. kaideho mesice" ‐
published on the first day of each month. The same issue goes on to state that subscription to the papers to "non‐
members is 50¢ for 12 issues," the same as for members. In another issue dated 20 January 1898 we see the
notation "Subscription $1.00 per year." This was again, apparently for non‐members, because the cost to SPJST
members was set in the previous convention at 50¢ a year. The convention, nevertheless, had set the frequency of
publication at once a month. The adjustments to non‐members attests to the fact that Lidiak gave it up after ten
months as being "unprofitable."

The inside page of the first issue dated 1 September 1897, Vol. I. No.1, carried the
English notation, "A Monthly Journal Devoted To The Interest Of Slavonian Benevolent
Union In The State Of Texas." The subscription rate for nonSPJST members was $1.00 a
year, for members 50¢ a year. The issue of 20 January 1898 also carried the notation
that the circulation, with that issue, was 2.500, and also the notation "Frank Lidiak,
Editor and Proprietor." The title page also carried the notation in Czech, (translated): "An
Entertaining And Educational Czechoslovak Semi‐monthly Devoted To The Interests Of
Czechoslovaks In Texas. Published By Frank Lidiak."
Slovanska Jednota lasted about ten months, when Lidiak gave it up as "unprofitable." It
should be remembered that this was the first official and independent organ of the SPJST, although Lidiak was
printing it in the printshop of Svoboda, the largest Czech‐language newspaper published in Texas at that time. It was
not, however, an insert to Svoboda.

For reasons, probably economic, the SPJST on occasion found it more practical to have an established printer bid for
the publication of news for and about the SPJST, where such information would be included within the text of an
already existing publication. Such was the case by July 1899. (Note: There is no evidence of any SPJST publication
existing for approximately a year between July 1898 and 1 July 1899.)
The next publication containing information of and about the SPJST was called Obzor Hospodarsky. It was published
by Frank Fabian in Hallettsville every Thursday. It had started publication five years previous as a private enterprise,
but the first issue in which news about the SPJST appeared was dated 1 July 1899, in Vol. 5, No. 23. (Note: Obzor
Hospodarsky was, and has been the only publication in which news and information about the SPJST was printed
along with other information not pertaining to the SPJST. The SPJST has never owned any publishing or printing
facility to publish its house organ.)

With the issue dated October 15th, 1899 (Vol.VI, No.6) the name was shortened to simply Obzor and it served as the
official organ printed exclusively for and about the SPJST until September 1912 after the Granger Convention, at
which time the first issue of the new official organ, Vestnik S.P.J.S.T., was published. The masthead of a January 1910
issue of Obzor apppeared as follows:

OBZOR
Casopis hospodarsky, poucny a zabavny.
Organ S.P.J.S.T.
Vychazi kazdy ctvrtek.
Predplatne rocne $1.00.
Adresa: Obzor, Hallettsville, Texas
OBZOR
A General Farm And Family Newspaper Organ of the S.P.J.S.T.
Published every Thursday by F. Fabian, Hallettsville, Texas.
Subscription, $1.00 per year. Advertising rates on application.

The VI.th Convention in Granger in 1912 was historic because that was the convention in which the delegates
decided, for the second time, that the SPJST should publish its own independent organ on a contract basis. The first
issue of the Vestnik S.P'J.S.T., as stated above, came out dated September 1, 1912 ‐ Vol. J, No.1, edited and
published in Hallettsville by F. Fabian, who had bid successfully for the publication in that convention.
The first four issues were
published on the 1st and
15th of every month,
Nowhere, however, in the
convention Proceedings of
that convention is there
any mention about when
the first issue of the new
publication was to be
published. This information
was gleaned from reading
the minutes of the Main
Lodge held 4 August 1912.
This photograph shows the interior of the SvobodaPrintshop in La Grange where the first organ of the SPJST,
Slovanska Jednota, was printed, starting with the issue of 1 September 1897. Editor Frank Lidiak is shown second
from the left holding the type stick. This prints hop was located in what today houses Hengst Printing & Supplies and
is situated across from the southeast corner of the Fayette County Courthouse
Square and on the northwest corner of the block bound by Washington, Travis,
and Crockett Streets and Hwy. 77. Later, after the Vlth Convention in 1912, the
Vestnik S.P.J.S.T. was printed and edited here by Frank Fabian, starting with VoL I
No.5, dated 1 November 1912 untill January 1914, when the publishing facilities
were forced to move back to Hallettsville because of the big Colorado River flood
in La Grange at that time. (Photo courtesy Connie's Studio, El Campo, and El
Campo Leader‐News).
An excerpt from that meeting, written in longhand by J. R. Kubena reads as
follows: " ... the publication is to be trimmed, bound, and published in Fayetteville.
The first issue was to come out on the 1st of October 1912 and is to carry the
name 'Vestnik S.P.J.S.T.' J. J. Frnka is to provide a drawing and layout for the title
page at the Society's cost, and Bro. Fabian is to secure a 'cut' at his expense."

Frank Fabian

Commencing with Vol. I, No.5, dated November 1,
1912, Fabian moved the Vestnik S.P.J.S.T. to the
printing offices of Svoboda in La Grange. It is not
clear why. With that issue, the Vestnik came out
with a newly‐designed front page filled with art
work and drawings, including the SPJST emblem
around the five points of the star. This front page
was used for many years. The Main Lodge minutes
of 4 August 1912 assigned the task of
designing/drawing the layout and design for the
new cover for the new Vestnik S.P.J.S.T. to J. J.
Frnka. A reproduction of the new cover page
appears here.

The redesigned cover of the Vestnik S.P.J.S.T.,
edited and printed in the Svoboda prints hop in La
Grange, starting with the issue of VoL I, No.5,
dated 1 November 1912, Frank Fabian, editor.
A careful look discloses a cotton and corn stalk
almost completely surrounding a star with the
letters S.P.J.S.T. between the points of the star
arranged differently from what they are now.
These two plants were no doubt chosen because
they represented the two principal money crops in
Texas, especially cotton, which is shown in
maturity on stalks around the entire border of the
page. Other crops are depicted by wheat (or
barley) stalks. Note the lion symbol taken from the Czechoslovak national symbol opposite a replica of the Stars and
Stripes. Care of orphans and rearing/caring for the youth were depicted by two pictures at the bottom ‐ again,
showing a small boy among maturing cotton stalks and a young girl standing amidst blooming vegetation.
There is also no mention made, either in the convention Proceedings or in the minutes of the Main Lodge, just who
suggested, or how, the name Vestnik S.P.J.S.T. came about, but the logical assumption would be that the
publisher/editor (poradatel) F. Fabian (his word) submitted the name. It should also be noted that for many years
the publisher was also the editor and vice versa, of our SPJST publications. In other words, the early publishers (after
Lidiak) were those who were publishers of other newspapers or journals whose bids included publishing news of and

about the SPJST for the SPJST. This was the case until the Granger Convention in 1912. In that convention, Fabian
likewise bid to publish the official organ and also act as its editor.
On January 1, 1914, the Vestnik was moved back to Hallettsville when the Colorado River, flowing through La
Grange, flooded badly and forced Fabian and his operation to move out of that city.
Both in Hallettsville and La Grange, the paper was officially identified as Vestnik S.P.J.S.T. Organ Slovanske
Podporujic Jednoty Statu Texas ‐ Organ of the Slavonic Benevolent Order of the State of Texas ‐ and was published
on the 1st and 15th of each month. In the English identification, it had the designation: "Vestnik. Slovanske
Podporujici Jednoty Statu Texas. Brotherhood Organ of S.P.J.S.T. Official Paper of the Slavonic Benevolent Order of
Texas. Subscription 40 cents a year. Published semi‐monthly by F. Fabian Hallettsville, Texas."
Beginning with Vol. V. No.8, dated 22 November 1916, the Vestnik began to be published in Fayetteville. A new
corporation had been formed by Joseph Tapal, Rudolph Slapansky, and Jaroslav Rolak (no photo available) called the
"Vestnik Publishing Company." The VIIth Convention of the SPJST held in Galveston in 1916 elected Joseph Tapal
editor of the Vestnik, who served in that position until December 31, 1932.
The convention Proceedings of the Galveston Convention devoted six and one‐half lines to the election of the editor
as follows: "Election of the editor followed. The following brothers were nominated: Joseph Tapal, F. Fabian, Sr., J.
Drozda, and August Morris. Joseph Tapal was elected by acclamation, after all others withdrew in his favor."

Frank Tapal

Rudolph Slapansky

There was no other mention of frequency of publication, size, price, etc. in the Proceedings. Again, we have to turn
to the minutes of the Main Lodge meeting held. on the 28th of September 1916 and we find this excerpt:
"Bids for publishing the organ were read as submitted by J. Drozda, Joseph Tapal & Company, F. Fabian, F. G. Fabian,
and Ben L. Hatka. The voting resulted in six votes for Tapal's bid at 801i! a year per member, and four votes for J.
Drozda's bid at $1.04 a year per member. The bid of Joseph Tapal & Company was accepted, who obligated
themselves to publish the Vestnik for 50e a year per member, to contain eight pages 11 x 15 inches of reading
material and four or more of advertising. It is to be pasted and trimmed mechanically, and be published weekly. The
proceeds from all advertising is to go to the publisher."
Further on in the minutes of that same Main Lodge meeting we read: "The motion was accepted for Metod Pazdral
to work out an agreement with Tapal and his company for publishing the organ according to the bid, to include that
in the case of a decline in the price of newsprint that the publisher would lower his cost accordingly. The present
base price for newsprint is 8¢ a pound."

The front cover design above appeared until the decision to award publication of the Vestnik to the Cechoslovak
Publishing Company of West at the Ennis Convention in 1932. The first issue published by them was dated 4 January
1933, at which time the front page assumed another "new look" under the new publisher and new editor. That
redesigned front page appears here:

Note the redesigned star appears at the top of the page, with the branches of the lily on the left, the oak leaf branch
on the right and the letters positioned so that the T is centered at the bottom. This positioning of the letters and the
basic design of the two leaf branches has remained basically unchanged since that time. Note also the depiction of
depositing of funds in a bank to signify Benevolence and self‐sufficiency, and a visit to the ill signifying "Humanity" ‐
Lidskost ‐, and "Bratrstvi" ‐ brotherhood ‐ by the clasped hands in the top center.
(Oddly enough, the first issue of Vestntik published by the Cechoslovak Publishing Company dated 4 January 1933
carried the number 8 the eighth issue of that year. In checking out this obvious error with Jerome Kopecky, who had
just joined Cechoslovak Publishing Company at that time, he states that he cannot explain this error in numbering. It
should have been No. 1. The next week's issue of 11 January 1933 was again numbered 8 instead of 9, but thereafter
the numbers appeared sequentially. The last issue of the Vestnik for the year 1932, published by Vestnik Publishing
Company in Fayetteville, carried the number 52 ‐ the 52nd issue (week) of that year.)
These somewhat ornately designed front pages were full of symbolism ‐ that which was to portray or depict the
principle tenets of the SPJST.
The front page layout was used until the issue of January 5, 1949, when there was a return to a smaller format,
necessitating a decrease in the amount of "art work" on the front page, as shown here.

The above front page layout design was used until the issue of January 2, 1957, at which time still another
redesigning gave the Society members this:

This cover was used until the issue of March 1, 1961. At that time the readers saw the following front page:

Beginning with the issue of January 1964 a different layout for the front page appeared as follows:

Beginning with the issue of May 20 1964 another newly‐designed front page came out showing a larger and more
prominent SPJST symbol as follows:

Beginning with the issue of July 7, 1965 the front page arrangement remained the same, with the addition of clasped
hands under the SPJST logo.

Beginning with the issue of 24 January 1968 a partially re‐designed front page appeared with the addition of the
words "SPJST Herald" in Old English type. This front page layout has been in use since that time and appeared as the
front cover until 1 January 1981. (See below.)

When the Ennis Convention of 1932 accepted the bid of the Cechoslovak Publishing Company to print the Vestnik,
the publication of the paper was moved from Fayetteville to West, where it began publication with the issue of
January 4, 1933. Frank Moucka of Ennis had been elected the editor in that convention and he remained the editor
for eighteen years. Beginning with the issue of January 1, 1949, and having been adopted in the Ft. Worth
Convention in 1948, an English Section was added and Stephen Valcik was elected to handle the English Section.
Moucka continued handling the Czech Section until he died in January 1951, at which time both the Czech and
English Sections were edited by Stephen Valcik until the XVIIth Convention in Temple in 1956 elected L. O. Hosek
editor.

Frank Moucka

Stephen Valcik

L. O. Hosek

L. O. Hosek was re‐elected editor in the XVIIth Convention in San Antonio in 1960. He died on October 25, 1962
before his term was completed.

Nick Morris
Rudy Sefcik

Nick A. Morris was elected editor of the
Vestnik in a special meeting of the Supreme
Lodge and Publication Committee held on
November 20, 1962, called for the purpose
of selecting an editor to fill the unexpired
term of L. O. Hosek. A total of six persons
had applied for the position, plus one via a
petition from fellow lodge members and one via telephone, after the
designated deadline. One person was not a member and disqualified. Out of four qualified candidates for the post,
Nick Morris was elected by unanimous vote, effective December 1st, 1962. Until that time, the staff at Cechoslovak
Publishing Company agreed to publish the Vestnik, as they had done on several previous occasions when the editor
was ill, or there had been a temporary vacancy. Morris was subsequently elected editor in the XIXth Convention in
Waco in 1964. In the XXth Convention in Dallas, when Morris was elected to the presidency of the Supreme Lodge,
three persons were nominated for the vacated post of editor: Calvin Chervenka, Rudy Sefcik, and Stephen Valcik.
Chervenka and Valcik declined the nomination, and Rudy Sefcik was elected by acclamation. Sefcik was re‐elected

editor, with one other nomination, in the XXlst Convention in Houston in 1972, and re‐elected in the XXIInd
Convention in Waco in 1976 and in the XXlIIrd Convention in San Antonio in 1980.

August Morris

Josef Hejl

Joseph F. Holasek

At the time of the Ennis Convention, when the
Cechoslovak Publishing Company of West
successfully bid for the publication of the official
organ, August J. Morris was president of that
publishing company. Morris had bought the
newspaper, Cechoslovak, in 1919 from Josef Hejl,
owner and proprietor of the Narodni Podnik
publishing firm of Rosenberg, which had been
publishing the Cechoslovak for about four years in
that city. Shortly after acquiring that paper,
August Morris moved the publication to West,
Texas and organized a new corporation, the
Cechoslovak Publishing Company in 1920. He quit
as editor of Cechoslovak in 1924 to enter another
business and sold his controlling interest to J. F.
Holasek. In 1931 he returned to the Cechoslovak
Publishing Company as editor and continued until
the early part of 1945 when he was forced to give
up that post because of poor health. In August of 1945, August J. Morris, publisher, printer, and editor, sold his
remaining interest in the Cechoslovak Publishing Company to his partner, Joseph F. Holasek, with whom he had been
associated since the early 20s. August J. Morris died in West on the 4th of January 1946. Since that time the principal
figure with the Cechoslovak Publishing Company was Joseph F. Holasek as president of the company, and Jerome
Kopecky as secretarytreasurer and shop foreman. Kopecky had been the key person in the actual publication of the
Vestnik each week since January 1933, having started with the Cechoslovak Publishing Company as a printer‐
operator in the fall of 1932.

On April 1, 1973 Holasek sold the Cechoslovak Publishing Company to Linn Pescaia who has been the publisher since
that time. Since 1932 the Vestnik had been printed on a flatbed press with the letterpress (hot lead) method. with
the type set by operators on Lino,type machines. With the issue of September 12. 1973, Linn Pescaia converted the
entire system to the Offset method, still using Linotype machine for setting type, with the remainder of the
operation being largely a photographic process.

Linn Pescaia

The Cechoslovak Publishing Company facilities located at 214 West Oak
in the City of West in McLennan County. In this picture the entrance
to the printshop is at the left and the offices of the Vestnik editor and
publisher are at the right in the 1‐story building.

The Cechoslovak Publishing Company thus bid successfully for the publication of the official SPJST organ, Vestnik,
since the Ennis Convention in 1932.
A milestone was reached in the history of the official publication when, in the XXIIIrd Convention of the Society in
San Antonio in 1980, the Publication Committee recommended that the awarding of the publisher's contract be left
up to the Supreme Lodge. Acting on that mandate, the Supreme Lodge sought bids from several publishers. The low
bidder was Stillhouse Hollow Publishers, Inc., of Temple & Belton. The convention also decided to change the format
of the Vestnik from a magazine format to a tabloid, 11‐1/2" x 16" in size, with a total of 16 pages. Beginning January
1st, 1981, the Vestnik was being printed by Stillhouse Hollow Publishers, Inc., with corporate offices in Temple and
press facilities in Belton. The first issue of Volume 69 (69th year of publication) by Stillhouse Hollow Publishers, Inc.,
was dated January 7, 1981. The masthead remained pretty much the same, with the addition of the mailing label
attached to the upper right‐hand corner of the publication, together with the new slogan adopted by the National
Fraternal Congress for 1980‐81, "Fraternalism Insures Togetherness."
In the 1980's the publisher of the Vestnik was Larry Ingram of Temple, who has been in the publishing and printing
business for over thirty years, having previously served as executive editor and editor of the Temple Daily Telegram,
and in more later years editor and publisher of the
Belton Journal. His firm published and printed several
newspapers and magazines in plants in Temple and
Belton.

Larry Ingram

Brian Vanicek Vestnik Editor (1992‐2004)

This change in publishers, after the 1980 convention, marked a milestone since the Cechoslovak Publishing Company
of West had been printing the Vestnik since the Ennis convention in 1932.
The official organ has been a weekly publication since September 1912. It is mailed out on a controlled distribution
basis to members of the SPJST. at no direct cost to the members. The cost has, since the very beginning, been
absorbed by the Society and paid through the Main (Supreme) Lodge. As the membership has grown, so has the
number of issues mailed out. Until January 1, 1961, the mailing list was maintained by the publisher, with address
corrections, and additions furnished by the Home Office; since that time (based on a decision in the XVIIIth
Convention in San Antonio in 1960, the mailing list has been maintained by the
Home Office. Number of issues sent out each week stood at 10,987 as of 2
December 1980, which are exceedingly larger now. For many years, the
following has appeared on the front page of the Vestnik: Official Organ Of The
Slavonic Benevolent Order Of The State of Texas, Founded 1897.
The current Vestnik contains Benevolence • Humanity • Brotherhood on the
the front cover. The current Vestnik editor and Director of Communications is
Melanie Zavodny. Over the last few decades, the Vestnik has vastly expanded
in readers. The Vestnik has been and continues to be the principal link
between the membership and contains official reports from various levels of
interest to the membership. It is a valuable medium.
SPJST • P.O. Box 100 • Temple, Texas 76503
Home Office at 520 North Main Street • Temple, Texas 76501
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